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RUBRIC –Criteria for judging essay 
Essay Number: _______ (for judging purposes only) Date: ________________________________  
*RUBRIC  For the Right to Life Thunder Bay and Area Nella DeRe Pro-L ife Essay Contest 2009 

%� � � � #�� � � � � � � �� � � �� 	 �� 
 	 � � 
	 � ��� � � How has this impacted your  generation?” �

  Criteria Points  

 4 3 2 1   

Introduction/ 
Topic  

Student states many 
appropriate/relevant 
questions and 
issues surrounding 
the required theme. 

Student 
states many 
of the 
relevant 
questions 
and issues 
surrounding 
the required 
theme. 

Student states 
some of the 
relevant 
questions and 
issues 
surrounding the 
required theme. 

Student states few 
relevant questions 
and issues 
surrounding the 
required theme. 

Off topic. 

  

____ 

Conclusions 
Reached  

Several detailed 
conclusions are 
reached from the 
evidence offered.  

Some detailed 
conclusions are 
reached from 
the evidence 
offered.  

Some vague 
conclusions are 
reached from the 
evidence offered.  

A vague conclusion 
is made from the 
evidence offered.  

____ 

Information 
Gathering  

Information is gathered 
from multiple 
electronic and non-
electronic sources 
and cited properly.  

Information is 
gathered from 
some electronic 
and non-
electronic 
sources which 
are noted. 

Information is 
gathered from few 
electronic and 
non-electronic 
sources which are 
noted.  

Information is gathered 
from one source. No 
source is noted. 

____ 

Summary 
Paragraph  

Well organized, 
demonstrates logical 
sequencing and 
sentence structure. 

Well 
organized, but 
demonstrates 
some illogical 
sequencing or 
sentence 
structure. 

Fairly organized, 
but demonstrates 
poor sequencing 
and sentence 
structure. 

Poor 
organizations/Weak 
sentence structure. 

____ 

Punctuation, 
Capitalization, 

& Spelling 

Punctuation and 
capitalization are 
correct.  

There are few 
errors (3 or 
less) in 
punctuation 
and/or 
capitalization.  

There are some 
errors (5 or 
less) in 
punctuation 
and/or 
capitalization.  

There are many (6 
or more) errors in 
punctuation and/or 
capitalization.  

____ 

Creative 
thinking 

  

Many original ideas, 
connections to 
self/text/world and 
creative expression. 

Some 
original ideas, 
connections to 
self/text/world, 
and/or creative 
expression 

Few original 
ideas, 
connections to 
self/text/world or 
creative 
expression. 

No original ideas, 
connections to 

self/text/world or 
creative expression.  

____ 

  
*A copy of the rubric should go to each student.  Essay #_______Total---->_______ 


